EDITORIAL                                                No. 106    May & June 2013
Some new contributors this issue – I’m extremely grateful. Thank you.
WILLAND BEAVER SCOUTS - 

The Willand Beaver Scout Group has been running now for over 6 months and has been a big success. The Beaver Scouts meet on a Monday evening and currently have 23 children between the ages of 6 - 8 in the lodge, boys and girls, not only from Willand but Cullompton and Sampford Peverell. During the winter months we mainly focused on craft activities as well as playing games, cooking and gaining Beaver Scout Badges. One evening we went star gazing and although bitterly cold, armed with a telescope and i– pads, we were able to identify many stars, constellations and planets.
With the Spring and Summer term upon us we are hoping to be mainly out and about, especially with the lighter nights. We have treasure hunts, cricket matches and pond dipping planned so far. Between June 3rd and 9th the Scouts are organising a Community Week and the Beavers are planning to complete a litter pick around the village.
If you would be interested in joining, helping out or joining the Scouts Committee for Willand, all of which are greatly needed, please contact Liesa Milligan (assistant Beaver Scout Leader) on landjmilligan@gmail.com and I will pass on your information to the appropriate people.
A date for your diary - Saturday June 29th between 10 and 12 the Beavers are holding a Jumble sale at the Village Hall to raise money for some adventure activity days and equipment. Not only will there be the jumble but a raffle, cake stall, tombola, tea and coffee available as well as kids stalls. Please come along and support us.                                      Liesa Milligan 01884 34440
RABBIT AWARENESS

As spring emerges and the wildlife become more apparent, this month we turn our thoughts to rabbits.  A number of charities and rabbit specialists come together to bring us Rabbit Awareness Week (RAW) and with the help of the RSPCA’s “Five freedoms”, we can identify our rabbit’s needs:

Freedom from Hunger and Thirst.  Rabbits are herbivores and require a high fibre diet. This should consist mainly of grass and hay along with a small amount of pellet concentrate food and forage greens for essential vitamins and minerals. An appropriate diet is also important to wear down rabbits’ teeth which grow at a rate of 2-3mm per week. Overgrown teeth can develop sharp spurs which can cause pain, ulceration, and sometimes abscess formation.  If a rabbit is not able, or not willing to eat properly, veterinary attention should be sought immediately.  In order to absorb nutrients, rabbits pass caecotrophs (soft faeces) which they eat again, before producing normal faecal pellets. 30% of rabbits are overweight and cannot reach to clean their bottom, increasing the risk of flystrike. 

Freedom from Discomfort. Adequate shelter in the form of a hutch or living in the house is a necessity but rabbits are active social creatures so need space to explore and exercise. Bedding must be kept clean and dry as their skin is sensitive and prone to infection.

Freedom from Pain, Injury and Disease. As discussed earlier, flies can cause flystrike, which can be prevented by veterinary provided insecticides. This disease is caused by flies laying eggs which hatch into maggots, burrow into the skin and can be fatal if not treated immediately. Flies, along with fleas, mosquitoes and rabbits themselves also transmit Myxomatosis and Rabbit Viral Haemorrhagic Diarrhoea (VHD).  Myxomatosis causes respiratory infection and swelling around the eyes, nose and genitals.  VHD can cause fever, bleeding or sudden death. Both are fatal but vaccination can prevent disease. 

Freedom to Express Normal Behaviour.  Rabbits are very social and enjoy company. Contrary to popular myth, it is advisable not to house them with guinea pigs. Female and male rabbits are the best social match, but neutering is advisable before mixing the sexes to avoid a population explosion! This also avoids risk of uterine tumour, which affects up to 50% of entire females. 

Freedom from Fear and Distress. The above needs must be met alongside mental stimulation and protection from fearful situations. Rabbits can live for more than 10 years and make fantastic pets.  However, they do have specific husbandry requirements. For more information visit the RAW website www.rabbitawarenessweek.co.uk or talk to your vet.

A SPRING CONCERT
Featuring the highly acclaimed and hugely talented, vibrant, dynamic, Welsh male voice choir BOIS GOETRE-HEN a’r CYLCH.  They are supported by

The Wyndham Singers at Kentisbeare Village Hall on Saturday May 18th  at 7.30pm.  Tickets £8.00 Children £4.00, available from the Kentisbeare Post Office.  Bar/Refreshments available.

In aid of our local branch of sense “Supporting the deafblind”

                                Phil Penny, for The Wyndham Singers Tel 01884 33307
LETTER TO THE ED

Sorry this is coming to you at the eleventh hour, I have only just seen the cut- off date but would it be at all possible please to include a brief summary of our event in the next Willand Parish magazine, as we are trying to raise money for the Preschool in Willand and are a very new parent and carer group (set up Nov 2012!), so could do with all the help we can, thanks so very much!
The Friends of Willand Preschool - a very new group of parents, carers and local people, set up to help fundraise for play and educational items for the 100-strong Preschool - are holding a TEDDIES' PICNIC AND SPRING FAYRE on Sat. 18th May 2013, 10am-12pm in the Village Hall and by the Preschool (Gables Road).
 
Our first fundraising event of 2013 hopes to help us raise vital money for outdoor equipment for the Preschool children, including replacement bikes/trikes and a climbing structure, as well as supporting our work in our new vegetable and flower garden project. We will be having the first ever Willand Preschool Teddy Zipwire (!), as well as teddy-themed activities for the children/siblings etc, stalls and refreshments and officially launching our Willand Preschool vegetable and flower garden for parents & locals to see.  
Entry is free and there are small charges for activities - but a free cake and drink for all children who come with their teddies at 11.30am in the Village Hall. Please support our fundraising - everyone is welcome and we'd love to see you there! Information will go up locally in due course, or you can telephone 33711. Thank you! 

Mrs Hannah O'Donnell - Chairperson, Friends of Willand Preschool.
 
THE YELLOW DOG PROJECT.COM

A small number of hand-produced signs have appeared in Willand & Cullompton recently, relating to the above. The content is as follows:

“If you see a dog with a yellow ribbon or something yellow on the leash, this is a dog who needs some space.  Please do not approach this dog with your dog. Please maintain distance or give this dog and his/her person time to move out of your way. There are many reasons why a dog may need space:

HEALTH ISSUES

IN TRAINING

BEING REHABILITATED

SCARED OR REACTIVE AROUND OTHER DOGS

THANK YOU!

Those of us who own these dogs appreciate your help and respect”.

Don’t spend a lifetime waiting for the right moment.

WILLAND UNITED CHARITIES – BIDS FOR FUNDING – 2013

Support to groups: the Willand United Charity (WUC) provides financial support to many organisations in Willand, to enable them to purchase vital items of equipment, or assist in fund raising for a major development project. Financial support is allocated to organisations which work in the service of our village community.  Examples include, the Elderly People’s Lunch Club, Willand Tennis Club, Willand Rovers Football Club, the Rockers Parent and Toddler Group, Willand Brownies and the Community Composting Scheme.
Support to individuals: in addition, individuals and families can receive special payments to relieve the suffering of those coping with distress, financial hardship, sickness or infirmity.  In these cases, bids can be made for financial provision for a specific need.  For example, the provision of an oven, funding to purchase a carpet for the front room, a grant for a struggling individual or family to take a recuperative holiday.  Those making bids for individuals or families need to make sure the need is especially pressing.
Size of grants: the size of grant allocations will depend on a number of factors, including the funds available at the time of allocation (WUC is not a wealthy charity), the urgency of the need and the number of bids being considered.
Bids for grants: if you know of a worthy cause, be  it an organisation or a family/individual, and would like to make a bid for funding from the WUC, please make a submission in writing (between ½ a page to 1 page in length) to the Chairman (address below), by Saturday 1st June 2013. 
Rev’d Rob Wilkinson, Chairman of the Willand United Charities, The Rectory, Rectory Close, Willand. EX15 2RH

WILLAND ROVERS YOUTH FOOTBALL CLUB
Could your child be the next Frank Lampard, Joe Hart or Steven  Gerrard?

Do you have children aged between six and ten years old who are interested in playing football? Would they like to learn and improve their skills? Willand Rovers FC is setting up a youth football academy. They are seeking to develop one or two teams with a view to playing league football in a year or so. 

Sessions take place every Saturday morning commencing 13th April, between 10:30 am and midday at the football field behind the Village Hall in Willand. 

A friendly and welcoming environment awaits you with a qualified coach to make the training sessions informative and fun.  

All you need to bring is a pair of football boots, some shin pads and loads of enthusiasm.  We’ll do the rest, but if there are any willing mums or dads that would like to get involved then make yourself known to me on the day!

For further information please call Kevan Davies our qualified coach on 01884 839436 or 07944 091 028. 

ST MARY’S CHURCH

Messy Church     A time for families to get together to enjoy craft making, a simple Bible story, songs and a meal, in a relaxed atmosphere.  Held in the Willand Church Hall, Rectory Close, EX15 2RH on the third Friday of the month. So the dates for the next few Messy Church gatherings are 17th May, 21st June and 19 July.  

Messy Church is proving very popular.  Doors open at 3.30pm and activities start at 4.00pm.  Finish time 6.00pm.  All free!  Why not give it a try and let us know what you think?  For additional information contact Jacquie Elsdon (07710513464) or Joan Wilkinson (01884 – 32509)

Coffee and Chat    From 10.30am – 12.00 coffee and cakes are available in the Church Hall, on the second Friday of each month. (10 May, 14 June & 12 July.) A time for conversation, relaxation and meeting new friends. All welcome. 

The Bishop of Exeter   The Rt Rev’d Michael Langrish, the Bishop of Exeter, is retiring at the end of June, after thirteen years in this diocese. To mark the occasion, a farewell service is to be held in Exeter Cathedral at 11.00 on Saturday 29th June.  All are invited to attend and bring a picnic which can be enjoyed in the garden of The Palace after the service.   

Trust me. At my age, I’m an expert on everything.

WILLAND ART GROUP

Willand Art Group still meets in the Methodist Church every Monday afternoon & enjoys a convivial get together to fight with the intricacies of paint, pastel, oils & acrylics. The 17 members have a variety of skills & most of us have a preference for just one medium.
We are exhibiting on a permanent basis in the Wyndham Arms in Kentisbeare & over the last year a number of paintings have been sold. We have had tutorials on three occasions in pastel, water colour & acrylics when we all tried to emulate the tutor with varying success.
Recently our annual Christmas Dinner was held in February!! at the Great Moor Farmhouse in Kerswell, where as usual we enjoyed a day off. We look forward to another year of good company with colleagues who offer us their helpful suggestions, some of them complimentary !!
 All my favourite memories are in the past.
CAMEO.

We have been very busy since the last report.  Sixteen members went to the Theatre Royal in Plymouth for a look "behind the scenes" and they were fascinated at what goes on to produce a show. They had lunch there and then went for some retail therapy.  We raised £400 at our Coffee morning and half of the profit went to the Village Hall and half to CAMEO funds. We thank everyone who came and contributed to our success. 
Our big Autumn Coffee Morning will be on Saturday 19th October. This will be for Pine Lodge Centre in Tiverton where they care for local people who are mostly terminally ill. They provide day care, hairdressing, nail and massage services among many other things, a lovely hot lunch, craft sessions, etc. Many of you will remember this many years ago as Post Hill Hospital. At Cameo, we also support them through our Craft Group, making handicrafts for their Christmas Sale. We feel this is such a worthy local cause as none of us know, and hopefully never will need, their care. So please put this in your diary, we have a very good Coffee Morning with lots of stalls and things to do. We look forward to welcoming you.
In March, our newest member, Margaret Dennis came along to show us her wonderful collection of hand-made decorated eggs. Margaret uses mainly goose eggs but also quail and even ostrich eggs! The intricate work that goes in to their construction was amazing, one even had a minute grand piano inside. Although Margaret showed us how to make them, it will take us years to get up to her high standard.
In April we welcomed Mrs. Lucy Channon. She told us all about the history of fans, Ladies would use them to send signals across the ballroom to any man that she fancied! under the watchful eyes of their chaperones. The fans in her collection came from all over the world and were amazing.  Sixteen members of the Singles Group had their belated New Year Lunch at the Halfway House which was, as usual, delicious.  The Walking Group enjoyed a rather muddy walk along the river in Culmstock and had tea in the Strand Stores. They also had a walk along the old Tiverton railway line and canal, ending up with a lovely tea in The Flying Pickle in Gold Street...they went to Knightshayes to see the spring flowers... they then had their annual dinner at The Merriemead Hotel in Sampford Peverell. There are nearly twenty members in this very successful group and they are planning a long walk when the weather permits. The skittles team are playing later this month at "The Barge" in Halberton, again another very popular activity.
As you can see we are a very busy and active group, and, at the moment, we have a couple of vacancies. We meet on the first Thursday of every month in the Hall at 7.15pm. However, as there are elections on that day in May, we obviously cannot use the Hall so we have a mystery coach trip and dinner instead. If you would like to come along to one of our meetings and find out a bit more about us we will give you a warm welcome.       Betty Penberthy

 Age is a high price to pay for maturity.

WILLAND COMMUNITY COMPOSTING SCHEME (WCCS).

The WCCS accepts small items of household green garden waste and turns it into a really good product that has benefited many of the gardens in Willand over the years.  We are proud to announce that since the site was opened in April 2003, well over 600 tonnes of residents’ green waste has been saved going to landfill and subsequently composted by us.

We are a voluntary scheme and our small team process the garden waste you bring in and ‘sell’ the bagged product for a modest £1.00 donation.  These donations have helped us to make donations to local (Willand) community organisations. For example, the Queens Jubilee, Willand Pre-School, United Charities, Willand Youth Club and Village Hall, Culm Valley Car Scheme, Scouts and Cubs to name just a few. Do you quality for a 'Donation'? See below.

Down at the Site - We do not accept Ash trees or their leaves.  Please burn them on YOUR site; this, according to expert advice, will assist in preventing the spread of the spores - (ASH DIE BACK).

We do accept your grass cuttings but please bring them to us as soon as possible after you have cut the lawn. Do not store in wheelie bins or even worse in plastic bags for a long time as it soon begins to get sweaty and smell and is not good for composting!

To produce our ‘compost’, we mix shredded green material with grass on almost a daily basis during the better weather until we consider it has reached the appropriate temperature.  It is then sieved and bagged, the whole process taking about 3 to 4 months.

Notices on Site – are to help you place the garden waste into the correct bays and to inform you of what we do and don’t accept. Please look out for the signs around the site - and we DO NOT take tree/bush cuttings of more than 1" in diameter! 

Volunteers wanted - If you fancy joining our team please contact: Kevan Davies on 01884 839 436 or on kevdavies751@btinternet.com OR visit the site on any Sunday between 10 – 12midday.

Donations. 

Our selection criteria for donations are that they must provide a benefit to the community. They can be outside organisations like Bramblehaies and the College Surgeries that we have donated to. We now invite organisations that match our criteria to so apply for a donation. We require that all applications be in writing and give the following information:-
The Name/Title of the Organisation

What is the reason for the donation?
Contact: Name, telephone and Email address

Please post your request to : Mr Tony Mander, 3 Tanner Mews, Willand, EX15 2TY.  Thank you,                                  Kevan Davies – WCCS Secretary
Age brings wisdom…. or age shows up alone.

You just never know…..
CULM VALLEY METHODIST CHURCH 

During Lent, our services focused on the symbols that we put around the cross to remind us of Jesus’ suffering and death. On Easter day we removed these and decorated the cross with flowers during the service. After the service the cross was put outside the church. We hope that you had a chance to see the flowers that for us symbolise the new life in Christ. 

Forthcoming events

Quiz evening –17th May, 7pm - turn up and join in – bring and share food

Cream Teas  - 15th June from 3pm what-ever the weather. Paul Booth
I’ve forgotten more than I’ve ever learned.
WILLAND YOUTH CLUB

We are holding our annual AGM on Tuesday 21st May 2013 at 7:30pm. The club is becoming EXTREMELY desperate for committee members and volunteers to come forward and join the team so that we can keep the club open for the children in our community and surrounding areas. If new members do not come forward we are very sorry to say but we may be forced to CLOSE the doors. We hold 3 club sessions each week - Mondays we hold club for school year 4 to year 7 and we have around 30 children who attend. On Wednesdays, we hold club for school year reception to year 3 in which we have 40-50 children attending and on Thursday evenings we hold club for school year 8 and over and which, over the past year, has increased dramatically and we now have around 25 + , when there is also a youth worker in attendance.  We also hold monthly bingos to raise funds to help pay towards the bills to keep the club running and these are very successful and we have a great number of regulars who attend and we see new faces every month. 

The problem we have is that we do not have enough committee members or volunteers, so it would be a shame to see this club, which is enjoyed and attended by over 100 children every week, close its doors because of lack of help! We are not asking for a huge amount of commitment from just one or two people but a small amount of help from a number of volunteers would really make all the difference.
 
We are looking for new committee members and you would be required to attend 4 meetings per year and have a CRB check which is paid for by the club. We are looking for volunteers/committee members to help supervise the sessions on Mondays between 6pm-8pm or Wednesdays 6pm-7:30pm, or Thursdays 7pm-9pm (Coffee/Tea included!). We also are looking for volunteers to help with our bingos which are the last Saturday in every month at the Village Hall, specifically we need help with getting out tables and chairs, serving refreshments, putting away tables and chairs at the end. There is a warm and friendly atmosphere, it is always a very pleasant evening and best of all, it is giving help and support to the club and the children! If you fancy taking the reins and running the bingo yourself or you perhaps have two or three friends who would like to take on this responsibility on a regular basis, then please come forward, available committee members will always be willing to attend for extra help and to support on the night when needed!
The very small number of current committee members have done, and are doing, everything we can to keep this club open but now it’s not enough. We need new members to come forward and attend our AGM & join the team. We desperately need your help because no help = closed doors.

If you require any information prior to the AGM about what we do, joining the committee or about the help we need, do please contact Mel Billings (Chairperson) on 07766141361  or email melbillings@btinternet.com
                                                                                  Anne-Marie Roberts 

The older I get the better I was.

CLUB 55
Now we have commenced our Club activities again, after our winter break, we would like to welcome anyone who would like to accompany us on any of our coach outings.  The first one will be on Monday May 20th, when we will be going to Truro, leaving the Village Hall at 9.30am and we are off to Glastonbury & Clarkes Village in June  We also have a Coffee Morning on Saturday May 11th in the Hall from 10.00 – 11.30am and would like to see you all there. I can always be contacted on 38217.            Margaret Atherton

WILLAND VILLAGE HALL
Further to the article in the last magazine, here are details of the new hourly charges, which will come into force on 1st May 2013. They have not gone up since April 2009, but we have already committed to nearly £10,000 of work at the Hall in the coming year and need to increase our income.

	
	Hall
	Club &
Committee
	Combined
(4 rooms) 
	Annex

	Class 1                                            
	7.00
	3.50 ea
	14.00
	5.00

	Class 2   
	9.50
	4.50 ea
	18.50
	5.50

	Class 3
	12.00
	6.00 ea
	24.00
	8.00

	Class 4   
	24.00
	12.00
	48.00
	16.00


Class 1 rates are for organisations mentioned on the Hall’s Trust Deed, e.g. Bowls, Garden Club, Folk Dance, School, etc;
Class 2 rates are for other village organisations, e.g. Churches, Parish Council, and for Willand residents for private functions like parties, where there is no charge for entry;

Class 3 is for non Willand residents or organisations;

Class 4 is for business users, e.g. commercial ventures and companies.

The committee regrets having to do this, but the Hall’s costs are rising steeply and income is not keeping pace. It is anticipated there will be a small increase in charges annually on 1st April to keep up with our rising costs. Details will be displayed on the Willand Matters website.

Some better news – Mrs Mel Snow has started working as a cleaner at the Hall to complement the work of our caretaker, John Holmes. She only started at the beginning of March, but her enthusiastic cleaning is already showing good results. We are hoping that users will appreciate the cleanliness of the Hall and leave the premises as they find them.

The bingos, run by Frances Wilcox and held on the second Tuesday of each month, continue to bring in much needed funds as do the monthly Sunday Sales, organised by Margaret Dennis. Thank you to both of them for their hard work and stamina and to all those who support the events.

There will be new lights fitted in the main hall on 2nd April. The exterior of the Hall will be painted when the weather gets warmer (hopefully before Christmas!). Decoration of the side rooms will begin towards the end of April. During the decoration, we hope to keep disruption to a minimum, but please bear with us.

Do remember to look at our calendar on www.willandmatters.org.uk if you would like to book the hall and check availability first.

Bookings: Frances Wilcox - Phone: 07748 557107; email franceswilcox@hotmail.com or write to 35 Fir Close, Willand 

Treasurer: Carol Allan – Phone: 01884 33828; email candrallan@talktalk.net or write to 4 Orchard Way, Willand                                        Carol Allan
Anything is possible if you’ve got enough nerve.
COMMUNITY POLICING

Last month your Local Policing team carried out Speed checks on Uffculme Road at the junction of Willand Moor Road. It is evident that some motorists are not observing the 30MPH speed limit as they enter the village from Uffculme.  A number of motorist`s were spoken to and several received a fixed penalty ticket which carries a £60 fine and 3 penalty points on their driving

licence. The highest speed recorded was 50MPH which is totally unacceptable in a 30MPH limit. We will continue to enforce the speed limits in the village, paying attention to Silver St and Uffculme Rd.  Also community speed watch will also be on-going to help make Willand a safer place.

 

As highlighted by Barry Warren last month, we have received some complaints regarding dangerous parking near to junctions. PC Rich and myself will continue to give this extra attention and will take appropriate action where necessary.

 

Finally, comparing our crime in the village over the last two years, I am pleased to report overall it has fallen by 18.4% up to March 2013.  We attended 266 incidents in the past year up to that date, compared with 344 in the previous year.   Kind Regards                   PCSO 30384 Jonathan Sims

 
The future ain’t what it used to be.

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 12TH -18TH MAY
Christian Aid Week was first held in 1957 and is Britain and Ireland’s longest-running fundraising week. It is famous for the distinctive red envelope which drops through the letterboxes of homes every May.  Only through people like you giving what they can is it possible to raise the vital funds to help poor communities around the world build a better future for themselves. 

This year, Christian Aid Week is highlighting the fact that tonight 1 in 8 people will go to bed hungry, but there is enough food for all to eat and have their fill if certain changes are made. 

Working in partnership with communities and organisations in some 48 countries CA supports projects to help people transform their lives from barely surviving to truly thriving. 

In drought-prone southern Zimbabwe, Christian Aid partner Dabane Trust worked with local communities to access the clean, naturally filtered water which is stored, hidden, beneath sand-bed rivers, ensuring people have a supply of clean water

This Christian Aid Week, bite back at hunger and give a gift that will help people living in poverty out of poverty. 

The red envelope arriving through your letterbox around the 12th May can be returned to: The Post Office Shop; The Spar Shop - Willand Service Station; Willand Pharmacy; One - Stop. There will also be a Christian Aid display – and drop off point for the envelope or donation - at the Spring Fayre - Willand Village Hall - May 18th.                                         Rod Sparkes
Everything I can’t find is in a totally secure place.

WILLAND GARDEN CLUB
Our first meeting of the year was well attended, in spite of the cold weather. We had a visit from the Devon Violet Nursery, where we were amazed at the number of different colours and varieties of violet that are in existence now. We have a hanging basket demonstration by Brian Carlson on 8th May.

There is a coffee morning on 30th March, (hope you read this in time!) which we hope will be successful and our Plant Sale will be on 1st June. If the weather warms up by then, we should have lots of plants for you to put in your gardens.

Our Flower and Vegetable Show this year is on Saturday, 10th August and we invite you all to enter. As mentioned before, our show is very much for amateur gardeners, so there should be at least one class for everyone to enter. Why don’t you try? This year, the Tiverton Dahlia Society will have a display at our Show, which should be very colourful. They will not be competing against our entries.  

If you would like to join us, the annual subscription is £2.50. For more details, my email is candrallan@talktalk.net. or on 01884 33828.         Carol Allan









Spoiling the grandchildren?  …It’s my job.

HEARING DOGS FOR DEAF PEOPLE

Thank you again for kindly donating your used stamps to the H.D.F.D charity appeal. If possible please can you continue to send them to the address below.

In 2010 we raised the fantastic sum of £11,563.93 through used postage stamps alone. Hearing Dog 'Marti' is the sixth dog to be supported by funds raised from stamp recycling, helping us to provide complete partnership support throughout Marti's whole working life.

Marti is a cheeky Cocker Spaniel Poodle who lives with Janice.The previous dogs fully supported by stamps alone were Becks, Penny, Womble, Flynn and Woody.

 

We would be very grateful if you could continue to send stamps on a regular basis. Please note that the address to send used stamps is now:
 

     Hearing Dogs For Deaf People
     P.O Box 6198
     Leighton Buzzard
     Beds LU7 9XT.

 

For economical reasons, we cannot reply to all donations of stamps but please continue to send them on a regular basis.  Please cut/ tear the stamps from the envelope leaving approximately ½ cm of paper around the stamp.
Foreign stamps can be sent separately and marked clearly on the front of the package ‘Foreign Stamps Only’ as these generate a greater revenue.
Thank you for you continued support.  Regards, Mr O. Rudd.

Life is short.  Break some rules.
THE NATIONAL GARDENS SCHEME - WILLAND OLD VILLAGE 
The NGS was founded by the Queen’s Nursing Institute to raise funds to support district nurses, for whom the QNI was responsible, until the introduction of the National Health Service in 1948. At that time the Scheme had become so successful and popular that the QNI continued it as an annual fundraising project. In 1980 the QNI created an independent charity with the foundation of the National Gardens Scheme Charitable Trust.

In addition to supporting the QNI the annual distribution of funds was extended from the 1980s to other particular charities in nursing and caring: Macmillan Cancer Support; the Gardeners’ Royal Benevolent Society; the Royal Fund for Gardeners’ Children, Marie Curie Cancer Care; Help the Hospices; and Crossroads Care.

Since its foundation £40 million has been donated to nominated beneficiaries, of which nearly £25 million has been given in the last ten years. NGS is the largest donor to the main beneficiaries, Macmillan Cancer Support and Marie Curie Cancer Care.  Eighty percent of the money raised by the nearly 4000 gardens which open each year goes to the beneficiaries.

On Saturday the 15th and Sunday the 16th June, from 2-5.30 the following gardens will be open in Willand Old Village. 
2 Church Cottages, Dye House Lane

Nonsuch, Dye House Lane

Church Lea, Church Path

The Garden House, Willand Old Village Road

Little Knowle, Willand Old Village Road

Teas will be available, together with plants for sale and a willow-making demonstration. Combined admission £3.50.  Children free. We are planning to have a map of the immediate area which will identify the gardens and also signs in the village and at each garden.  We'll also have direction signs off the main road into the village.                    Dorothy Anderson, 01884 33415.

It’s not where you come from but where you are 
going that matters.

WILLAND HISTORY GROUP

First of all, we would like to thank everyone who so kindly responded to our appeal for information or items for the Willand Archive.  Mrs Cork, for example, donated an excellent aerial photo of Elmside and the ‘old village’ that was taken in 1998, and from which it is possible to make out some of the numerous changes to Willand in the last 15 years.  Mr and Mrs O’Neil kindly passed on items associated with the now defunct Willand Branch of the Royal British Legion, including a contributions register dating to 1950, plus two skittles trophies – the Vic Mapson Cup and the Individual House Cup.  Geri Holloway has also sent us a wonderfully vivid account of her time at Willand School in the late-1930s and 1940s, which we hope to include in a future Parish Magazine.  And finally, Mrs Parsons has kindly let us borrow and copy a school project about Willand in 1972, which was ably completed by her daughter, Diane Cunningham (nee Parsons).  As well has providing useful historical background, it gives a fascinating insight into Willand in the early-1970s, as revealed in the additional article on Willand in 1972 that appears elsewhere.  The project also contains some excellent and rare photos of Willand, such as of the Antiques Shop next to the Post Office, or Redgate farmhouse when it was St Elias Monastery.

On Saturday 16 March 2013 I attended the Devon Heritage Services Open Day at their base at Great Moor House, Sowton, Exeter.   What was Devon Records Office and the Westcountry Studies Library has recently been reunited and rebranded as Devon Heritage Services at the Devon Heritage Centre and based at this location on Sowton (confused?) – no doubt it will still be known as the Devon Records Office for the foreseeable future!  The open day had some interesting stands from county ‘heritage’ groups, such as the Devon History Society and the Devon Family History Society.  There was a useful information display by Devon Heritage Services on their campaign ‘Stopping the Rot’, which provides practical guidance on archive care and document preservation.  

There was also a programme of talks on projects and research currently being done in the county.  One project that Willand History Group hope to get involved with is on ‘Devon’s Great War Memorials and Book of Remembrance’, which was introduced by Dr Todd Gray (acting chairman of the Friends of Devon Archives).  The aim is to transcribe the entire Devon Roll of Honour (12,000 names listed by parish), but also to link in with work done by individuals and groups on parish war memorials.  It is hoped that this will reveal all the anomalies where parish rolls of honour, memorials and other listings do not necessarily match the county roll of honour.  This project will contribute to Devon’s 2014 commemorations of the 100th anniversary of the start of the First World War.  While Willand History Group has already essentially done the work required to contribute to this, it is still part of our on-going project to research all the names on the Willand War Memorial.  On the Memorial (now located in St Mary’s Churchyard – its third location in the parish!) there are the names of 96 Willand men who served in the First World War, of whom 14 lost their lives.  Do you know anything about these men?  Where did they serve, with what military units or on what ships? What was their family background and for the survivors, what happened to them after the war?  If you have any information, we would love to hear from you.  

                  James Morrison, 01884 250057 (jamorrison@supanet.com)

Do I look like a people person?

SAMPFORD PEVERELL HISTORIC VEHICLES
The vehicle show this year is being held at Uplowman Village Hall on Sunday 18th August 2013 starting at 11am.  Anyone with any kind of historic vehicle (car/ motorbike/ tractor)  who would be keen to display it in our show would be extremely welcome.

We hope to have craft stalls/trade stands inside the hall again.  We will also be including our ‘future classics’ section for more modern cars, as this proved to be extremely popular last year. 

This year we have decided to make  our chosen charity – Devon Freewheelers   
They deliver blood and transplant organs to hospitals in Devon. This is a very underfunded and well-deserving charity.   We are therefore appealing to any local businesses or associations that would be willing to show their support for such a great organisation by donating raffle prizes.  We are also looking to recruit volunteers to help out on the day too!

If you would like to take part with a vehicle, have a trade/craft stand inside the hall, or would like to volunteer to help, please contact:-  Keith Astbury   01884 820527,  Donald Broom 01884 820657,or email lindyastbury@gmail.com 

                                                                           Lindy Astbury, Secretary 
Which is better a hated job with good money or an enjoyable job with poor money?

NEWS from COLDHARBOUR MILL
The WORKING WOOL MUSEUM & MILL SHOP are open to visitors Monday to Friday 10am-4pm.  For information,  phone: 01884 840960 (Mon-Fri 10am-1pm) or email: info@coldharbourmill.org.uk or visit the Mill's website: www.coldharbourmill.org.uk  The Gill Box Restaurant is currently closed (end of tenancy) - alternative arrangements are being made for refreshments for Mill visitors until it can re-open with a new tenant.

Steam Ups!: 

Monday 6th May: SPRING BANK HOLIDAY STEAM UP !

Monday 27th May:  WHITSUN BANK HOLIDAY STEAM UP !

10.30am-4pm each day – with 100-year-old engines in steam from 11am & Victorian spinning & weaving machines in action!  Displays of Model Railways & Dolls Houses, plus exhibitions, including: early textile machinery, the Puttee Story, & the stunning Millennium Tapestry screen.  

Visit the Mill Gift Shop for yarns, fabrics, rugs & throws all produced at the Mill, also craft kits, blankets, pottery & other goods produced by local craftspeople, & souvenirs.   On-site refreshments, or bring a picnic.  Free car park. A great day out for the whole family!  Please obtain admission tickets from Mill Shop on arrival. (For admission prices: see Information page of Mill website or contact Mill Office, as above, or ask in Mill Shop. Friends of the Mill: free entry, but please show membership card at the Mill Shop on arrival.)

Volunteers needed!!!

The Mill is supported by a number of volunteer groups, without which it would not be able to function fully.  If you would like to help the Mill by joining one of these groups, please contact Peter Fisher (museum administrator) by phone or email as given above.

Volunteers attend as often as their other commitments permit, but even just once a week or fortnight is a great help.

The Steam team: this group meets every Tuesday evening at the Mill to maintain the Victorian and Edwardian steam engines that once powered the Mill's textile machines, which are operated on Steam Up! days (Bank Holiday Mondays) for the public.  The group's website (www.coldharboursteam.org.uk) provides more information about the steam engines at the Mill and the group's current projects.

The Factory team: these volunteers assist the Mill manager on the factory floor with the maintenance and operation of the Victorian textile machinery that continues to spin yarn and weave textiles. 

The Schools programme: volunteers are needed to play the part of Annie, the mill-worker, in the Victorian Drama sessions, or to help the crafts volunteers who demonstrate hand-spinning and weaving to schoolchildren (no experience of spinning or weaving needed!). 

The Mill site and gardens: volunteers help to keep the gardens in good order, and carry out routine repairs & maintenance, and inside the museum, volunteers help maintain the exhibits.

The Friends of the Mill: are always grateful for volunteers to help at their monthly fund-raising evenings, which include quizzes, talks and musical events, and to staff stalls at local shows.  Membership of the Friends gives free entry to the Mill for tours and Steam Ups.

Start the day with a crossword but don’t go to bed on one.

WILLAND IN 1972:  (From Diane Cunningham’s school project, 1972).  In 1972 the population of Willand was approximately 1,200 and the village split by the A38, which “makes it very difficult for young children and the elderly to cross from one part of the village to the other.”  The Women’s Institute and the Parish Council were unsuccessfully trying to get ‘the authorities’ to provide a crossing over or under the road but had only secured a 50mph speed limit.

St Mary’s Church had recently installed a new rector, Rev’d Kenneth Agnew, who “became a Christian through Billy Graham’s ministry while on National Service.”  He had spent a number of years in Tanzania, followed by Cape Town, London and Canterbury, but had come to settle down in Willand with his wife and children.  At that time the sexton and churchyard caretaker was Mr Harold Saunders, the churchwardens were Mr Herniman and Mr Gilbert, the parochial church council treasurer was Mr Holloway of Carr Cottage, while Miss Browse played the organ.  As well as the Methodist Church on Gables Road, since July 1967 Redgate farmhouse in the ‘old village’ (at the start of Jaycroft Lane) had been converted into a monastery of the Orthodox Church; there were basic ‘cells’ for the monks to live in and a simple church dedicated to St Elias.  

At Willand County Primary School, the recently arrived headmaster was Mr Saunders, while the other fulltime teachers were Miss Howe, Mrs Bernette, Mr Dickman and Mr Wilson.  During lunch breaks and after school, Mr Saunders would take some boys and girls for ‘country dancing and recorder lessons’, whilst there were three girls at the school learning to play the violin.  The chief cook in the school kitchen was Mrs Denner, who along with Mrs Jarrett, Mrs Hanniford and Mrs Pratt, provided 103 dinners per day. 
In 1972 Lloyd Maunder Ltd (now Two Sisters) was the major employer in Willand, its 400 employees split between the pig slaughterhouse, the sheep/cattle slaughterhouse, the poultry processing plant, egg packing, the bakery and subsidiary departments.  The industrial estate had yet to be built, but there were other employers such as Bramber Engineering, which had come to Willand from London in the Second World War and employed 65.  There was also Strong, Rawle & Strong, a firm of hide merchants and fellmongers, who in 1963 had acquired the empty milk factory on the Halberton road (now Skins International); 25 were employed there, most of whom live in Willand. There had also been a distribution depot for Weston’s Biscuits on South View Road, but this had been acquired by Mr Bob Salter who was in the process of converting the premises into a Cash & Carry (this later became a Mole Valley Farmers outlet).
In the early-1970s there were several shops on Station Road, which must have been quite a bustling focal point for the village.   On the corner with South View and Somerville Roads was the Corner Stores run by Mr and Mrs Broom, and which was split in two between a wool shop and a grocers / general store.  Next door was the Lloyd Maunder butcher shop (now One Stop) and a bit further down the road was Salters Stores, also owned by Bob Salter, and 
further on again there was  The Fish Shop, then run by Mrs Western but which is still Willand’s chippy.  There is an advert pasted into the project for the Cash & Carry, which includes a list of their competitively priced merchandise, such as 500 tea bags at 95p, ½gallon (27) pickled eggs at 88p and18 twin toilet rolls for £1.  Up in the ‘old village’ there was the Post Office that had returned there from Station Road in August 1969, and next door was The Antiques Shop which had previously been a shoe repair shop.
The projects also mentions the parish utilities in 1972, when there was electricity and water, but no gas, although bottled gas could be bought from Spearings Garage.  Refuse was collected every Wednesday and sent to a refuse dump at Gadden, whilst “Mrs Barrow cleans the streets about once a week with her broom and cart.”  The author of the project ends with quite a prophetic assessment of the future: “In my opinion if Willand carries on growing like it has been in the last couple of years it will expand and join with Halberton … and become swallowed up by Tiverton (which is also expanding rapidly).  I think this because when the M5 Motorway is built it will bring with it a great many more tourists and they might like the village so much they will want to come back and live in Willand.” 
Thanks again to Mrs Parsons for letting us borrow the project and to Mrs Cunningham for completing it in the first place!  Does this stir any memories for you? Or do you have any photos of Willand in the 1970s – of its people, places or events?  We plan to include a display on Willand in the 1970s at our next Exhibition, so we would love to hear from you with any images or information (all items can be copied and returned to the owner).  

                  James Morrison, 01884 250057 (jamorrison@supanet.com)

Tie up loose ends and you won’t fall over them.
AND FINALLY
There may be 600,000 people eligible to vote at the Devon County Council Election on May 2nd but with that Council making some serious decisions for the Culm Valley very soon, it’s vital that our views are put to those in authority as strongly as possible whenever appropriate.  Your vote could make all the difference.
WILLAND DIARY            
	May
	
	
	
	

	Thursday
	2nd
	May Elections
	W.V.H.
	   8.00 am

	Monday
	6th
	Steam-up at Coldharbour
	  Mill
	  10.30am

	Tuesday
	7th 
	WRFC Bingo
	W.V.H.
	   7.30 pm

	Thursday
	9th
	Club 55
	W.V.H.
	   2.15pm

	Friday
	10th 
	Ladies Night PTFA
	W.V.H.
	   7.30 pm

	Saturday 
	11th
	Club 55 Coffee Morning
	W.V.H.
	 10.00 am

	Sunday
	12th 
	Bearded Collie Club
	W.V.H. 
	 12.00 pm

	Tuesday
	14th 
	WVH Bingo
	W.V.H.
	   7.30 pm

	Tuesday
	14th
	Church Hall Whist Drive
	W.C.H.
	   7.30pm

	Friday 
	17th 
	Cowgirl Twisters
	W.V.H.
	   7.30 pm

	Friday
	17th
	Methodists Quiz
	M.C.H.
	   7.00pm

	Saturday 
	18th 
	Preschool Spring Fayre
	W.V.H.
	 10.00 am

	Monday
	20th
	Club 55 Outing to Truro
	W.V.H.
	   9.30am

	Tuesday
	21st
	Youth Club AGM
	W.V.H.
	   7.30pm

	Tuesday
	21st 
	WRFC Bingo
	W.V.H.
	   7.30 pm

	Saturday
	25th 
	Youth Club Bingo
	W.V.H.
	   7.30 pm

	Sunday
	26th 
	Sunday Market 
	W.V.H.
	   9.00 am

	Monday
	27th 
	Steam-up at Coldharbour
	  Mill
	 10.30am

	Tuesday
	28th 
	Village Hall AGM
	W.V.H.
	 19.00 pm

	June
	
	
	
	

	Saturday
	1st 
	Garden ClubCoffee Morn
	W.V.H.
	 10.00 am

	Tuesday
	4th 
	WRFC Bingo
	W.V.H.
	   7.30 pm

	Thursday
	6th
	Methodists Coffee Morn
	M.C.H.
	  10.00am

	Thursday
	6th
	CAMEO
	W.V.H.
	   7.15pm

	Tuesday
	11th 
	WVH Bingo
	W.V.H.
	   7.30 pm

	Thursday
	13th
	Club 55
	W.V.H.
	2.15pm

	THURSDAY
	13th 
	CUT-OFF FOR INPUT  
	JULY
	MAG.

	Saturday
	15th
	Methodist’s Cream Tea
	M.C.H.
	   3.00pm

	Saturday/Sunday
	15/16th
	National Gardens Sch.
	  Old 
	 Village

	Tuesday
	18th 
	WRFC Bingo
	W.V.H.
	   7.30 pm

	Friday
	21st 
	Cowgirl Twisters
	W.V.H.
	   7.30 pm

	Saturday 
	22nd 
	Social Ballroom
	W.V.H.
	   7.30 pm

	Sunday
	23rd 
	Sunday Market 
	W.V.H
	   9.00 am

	Monday 
	24th 
	Club 55 Outing Glastonb.
	W.V.H.
	   9.30am

	Tuesday
	25th
	Church Hall Whist Drive
	W.C.H.
	   7.30pm

	Saturday 
	29th 
	Beavers Jumble Sale
	W.V.H.
	 10.00am

	
	
	
	
	


